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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, June 19, 2013 

8:00 PM 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, Wednesday, May 19, 2013 at the 
Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman MacDonald. 
 
Members Present:  Chairman James MacDonald 
    Andrea Eisenberg 

Patty Kiernan 
 
Members Absent:  Bruce Hartleben 
 
Staff Present:  None 
 
Staff Absent:  Robert Melillo 
 
New Cases: 
 
1. Mt. Kisco Truck & Auto Parts   Case #ARB13-18 
 135 Kisco Avenue     Signage 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
    
Chairman MacDonald called Mt. Kisco Truck & Auto Parts.  Mr. Peter Finkelstein 
appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Finkelstein explained that their business is branching out to include hardware, 
and he is proposing a new ground sign for his business.  There will be two panels on 
the sign – one for the Truck and Auto Parts and one for the Hardware store.  
Chairman MacDonald asked if Mr. Finkelstein had brought color chips for the 
proposed signage.  He said he did not.  Patty Kiernan asked if the caps on the posts 
for the sign are going to be blue?  Mr. Finkelstein said they are there currently.  They 
will be using the signposts from their existing sign.  Chairman MacDonald suggested 
that he change the post color to white to go better with the new signs and the blue 
caps could match the blue sign.  Andrea Eisenberg agreed with the Chairman on this 
point.  Chairman MacDonald asked if Mr. Finkelstein was going to paint the doors to 
the business to match the red in the sign.  Mr. Finkelstein said he could do that.  
Andrea Eisenberg asked about the sign on the building over the store.  Mr. 
Finkelstein said this ground sign is step one in renovating.  He would prefer to match 
new signage on the building to the new ground sign rather than match the new sign 
to the building.  Patty Kiernan asked if the building number needed to part of the 
sign.  Mr. Finkelstein said the building number is already on the building.   
 
MOTION:  Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the proposed sign 
with the signposts to be painted white where all the white on the sign 
matches.  He also made a recommendation to paint the doors on the 
building to match the red in the sign.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the 
motion.  All ayes. 
 
2. James DiFrancia     Case #ARB13-19 
 64 Moore Avenue     Shed Dormer 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549   
 
Chairman MacDonald called James DiFrancia, 64 Moore Avenue.  Steven Helmes, 
architect and James DiFrancia, Jr. appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Helmes explained that Mr. DiFrancia is renovating a two-family house on Moore 
Avenue, for which they have a building permit.  They are renovating the headroom 
over an existing staircase to the third floor to meet code.  He said they met with the 
Building Department in the designing of a bulkhead dormer for this purpose.  Initially 
the bump up from the existing roof was only about 6” and the Building Inspector felt 
it wasn’t necessary for them to appear before the Board because the change was so 
minor.  However, the dormer, during construction, turned out to be larger than 
planned and the Building Inspector stopped the job and told them they would have 
to get ARB approval for the new dormer after all. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said he is troubled because this dormer really sticks out and 
can be seen from Moore Avenue.  He asked if there was something to be done to the 
dormer to tie it together with the architecture of the house?  He said he finds it 
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clunky and it’s important to be mindful that this is an important street by the 
hospital and it will be visible.  He feels there has to be a better solution. 
 
Mr. DiFrancia said they tried to keep the dormer as low as possible.  Chairman 
MacDonald asked if the pitch was the same as the roof.  Mr. Helmes said it is.  Mr. 
DiFrancia said the rear dormer is a straight shed dormer.  Mr. Helmes said the front 
dormer on the residence is centered and this side dormer is not centered, which is 
tricky with the roofline.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said he is open to look at what they come up with as a 
solution, providing the rest of the Board does not have an objection.  There should 
be some architectural feature incorporated.  He suggested that Mr. Helmes 
photoshop some options and overlay the dormer and email them to the Building 
Department so they could be distributed to the Board.  He added that as soon as he 
is able to get that to the Board, they will respond. 
 
This application remains open. 
 
Minutes: 
 
May 15, 2013: 
 
Chairman MacDonald tabled the approval of the May 15, 2013 minutes to the next 
meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
/pat 


